


Why this?
Why now?

It is an interesting topic, students find
it fun, and it eases them into
Psychology. Research Methods are
introduced early so that they can
develop an understanding and apply
them in their learning and answers to
allow more detailed AO3. The
biological elements in this topic are
easier to begin the course with. This
structure is also supported and
suggested in the textbook and OCR’s
specification.



Aspirations &
Careers
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Forensic Psychologist/Scientist
Forensic anthropologist
Police force

Law/legal sector
Offender rehabilitation
caseworker

Prison officer

Prison counsellor
Lecturer in Forensic
Psychology

Teacher in
Psychology/Criminology
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Counsellor

Psychiatrist

Mental health nurse

General practitioner (GP)
Social care worker

Outreach worker

Charity mental health worker
School nurse
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Early years
teaching

Teaching (all years)
Educational
psychologist
Social care worker
Children’s nurse
Outreach worker
Child neurologist



theories (assumptions) and research
(aim and findings).

Psychological problems

Recall the different symptoms of
schizophrenia (Hallucinations,
delusions, speech disorganisation,
catatonic behaviour and avolition) and
depression (weight loss/gain, loss of
libido, reduced mood, loss of interest)
Recall the key components of theories
(Name of theory, non-specialist terms
linked, what psychological construct it
is linked to)

Recall the key components of studies
(aim, sample, materials and
conclusions).

Development
Identify and describe the key stages of

development and explain the key
components of theories and research.

Research methods

Identify and describe how
psychological research is conducted
including research design, methods
and sampling. To be able to read
results from raw research data .

biological terms) from core theories (SLT
and Eysenck’s theory) and studies
(Cooper & Mackie and Heaven) , and
apply some evaluation to them. This
includes ACRE of core theories and APFC
of core studies.

Psychological problems

Apply knowledge of schizophrenia and
depression to wider society by looking at
the prevalence and treatment.

Apply the use key specialist terms from
core theories and studies

Evaluate core studies and core theories
with main focus on criticisms and
evaluation methodology (i.e. sample,
materials etc).

Development
Students are able to clearly use key

specialist terms from core theories
(Piaget’s theory of development and
Growth mindset) and studies (Piaget and
Blackwell et al), and apply some
evaluation to them. This includes ACRE of
core theories and APFC of core studies.

Research methods

Evaluate methods of Psychological
research including research design,
methods and sampling. To be able to
read results from raw research data and
make conclusions

Heaven) effectively, using key issues and debates for
elaboration

Psychological problems

Discuss and compare core theories and core studies
effectively, using key issues and debates to apply to
wider society and to assist with elaboration.

Construct detailed arguments using specialist key
terms, evaluation and issues and debates to effectively
come to a clear conclusion in extended writing

Development
Discuss and compare core theories (Piaget’s theory of

development and Growth mindset) and core studies
(Piaget and Blackwell et al) effectively, using key issues
and debates for elaboration. Understand the practical
application from core theories to society.

Research methods

Justify the use of Psychological research including
research design, methods and sampling. To be able to
read results from raw research data and make
conclusions.




